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Hello. good moming and welcome 1 “Sounds Like Canada™ for Monday. July 21, 1'n
Shetla Cole. sitting in for one last week for Sheila Rogers,

When we think of the war in Yugostavia, the images that come to mind for most peopile
are of Serb massacres. But for many Canadian soldiers who lived that war, the defining
memory is of Croatian atmocities. Eight hundred Cunadidns weénd as peacekéepers to
Croatia in 1995, They ended up as witnesses 1o an orgy of killing and looting. Now.
they want Lo testly about those erimes at The Hague, The CDC’s Evan Dyer has been
talking with some of the soldiers, and he joins us now from our studio in Otdawa. Gooed
maoming, Evan.

Good morning. Sheita.

Well, Tet's goback to 1995, and sel the scene for us. Whal was happening in Cioata at
thiat time?

Well, that vicious civil war betweeh Serbs and Croats was iy its last vear. The war in
Bosnia, of course, still poing very strong. But the Croatian war had been pretty much
dormant for about two years. However, the Croats had never given up on the idea of re-
conguering the Serb-held areas of Croatia, where the Canadians were bused, Most of dll,
they wanted 1o take back the Krajina, which was a strip of land which for centuries,
redlly, has been mostly Serbian, And the Canadian Army had been thore since about
1992, gyer three years. trying (o defend the people of the Keajing, both Serbs and Crouts,
1 wlked to MajorGeneral Alain Forand of the Canadian Amay. He was the commander
of the UN forces in the area. and he says the world didn'thave o lot of sympathy for the
Seriis thal he was prolecting.

Weshould remember those days, vou know, the bad guys was the Serbs, 'CNN was fiol
in Croatiy. There was almostno news. you know, coming out of Croatia, and whateyer
was coming outwas, " They got what they deserve.” And all ofa sudden. you know, they
losé thie [dle that they had. and they dre sent (o one of those godforsaken places in
Serhia, with nothing left, And what's their hop. you know. for ife? It's almost nothing,
But, “Well, it’s the Serbs, they deserve it to hell with them.” Everybody forgot about it
very quickly.
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Y ou know, this plan to expel the Serhs was eode-named Operation “Storm™ 1t's the
operation we are talking ahout. Essentially it wiis a “shock ahd awe™ type of blitzkrieg
operation, very aptly named. because it hegan with this, just ferpcious by all accounts,
artillery bombardment which far exceeded what anyene thought the Croals were capable
of. And that barrage rolled right over the UN lite of separation and the bunkers of thi
Canadian forces.

Now, the Canndians are tulkme about war erimes. Whal was it they saw?

Well, the fisst war erime actually is the shelling itselll And spoke about this with
Major-General Andrew Leslie. Now., he's off next week to Afghanisian, aetudlly, he's
going to be the commander of the Canadian forees there. But back then, in 1995, he was
a Colonel in the Krajina capilal of Knin,

I'mya gunner. 'moan artillery oflicer, o professional. so [ can comment on il with some
degree of vilidity. This was deliberute targeting, on a missive scile, of residential aréas
Why? Because, | believe, it was tarzeled to break their will to resist, And, hy the way,
itworked. Ikilled a lot of civilmns, and we'll never know the exaet number. But
estimates — estimates moge from ten (O twenty-five thousand dead.

Twenty-five thousand. And this is absolutely indiserminme, we're wlking, fom small
children to 81d peaple here?

The shelling was aimed basically at houses, and it moved dcrbss the town frbm one end
to the other, - A hospital also, everytling in the town. Bujnot just in Knlr, in every town
in the Krajina.

Yes. And what about the people who left?

Well, when they fled their homes to @scupe the shelling, of course - the Craals actudlly
lef an eseape route oul of the Km_}znm and people clogeed that road - and then they hit
those refugee columns again with artillery and with air strikes, despite the no-ly ban.
And most of the people who died acwally died in the shelling and the bombing. And
todiy they're all gone. There's almost no Serbs remaining in that area.

What did the Canadian soldiers do?

Well, of coutste. they were being shelléd like everyone else. And they couldn’t really
retalinte. They d.ttlu thave any heavy weapons to resist. Adso, of course, they had to
deal with that huge eivitian population in a state of total panic. Most of them had gone,
acually, by mid-morning the néxt duy. They fled. But about twilve hundréd Serb
civilians soughi refuge with the Canadian Army in the Canadian headquarters. And that
was mmmedintely surrounded by the Croatian Army. who demanded that General Forand
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hand them over. And. of course. he refused. And then there was a three-day standoff
Finally, at the end of that, the Croatiah Army allowed thost twielve hundred Serb
civilinns 1o leaye under escort. And, you know, {1's hard ot 1o conclude, Sheily, that
thase people's lives were saved by giving them refuge for three da.y'-. when vou look at
what happened to the ones who weren'table to flec.

Weswere prisoner in our camp for three days. and as soon as I'was able 1o get oul, I was -
I sent o patral 16 try to find out what was going in my sector: Because there was all kinds
of looting and buming, and, Fmean — | didn’'t have too much respect for the Croatian.
soldier. Was old people thar gither they had been shot i the head, or therr nock hud been
severed, these type of things. All the crop were burned. The animals, you know. were
killed: The looting went on for, 1 would say; 0 menth and a half, two moenths after the
troubles, viou know, were {ihished.

And the Croats, in fact, had toal umlml'nl"Kthm withm about four davs. But, as the
Cienétal says. the killing didn't end there. And, in facl, it was really just gétting stined.
And General Leslic says that he saw Croatian police aflerwards going house 1o house andd
killing anyone they found.

There were a variety of grganizations that then swept into the former Serbian Krajina.
There were Special Police teams, wearing thewr very distinctive blue uniforms. who were
engaged in hunting and killing. in the mountaing, of Sorbian ¢ivilians. And | saw dozens
and dozens of farmhouses and even villages burning many. many ditys, in some cases
months after the mitial dssault had taken place.

Yes. Sothey did sueceed in getting some docurmentation. And, of course, there’s what
they saw, theit accounts. What happened, or, whitt is happening with thelr depositions to
The Hague?

Not very mueh, actually. There’s not really enough happening. There has boen one
indigtment, but there’s bean absolulely no arrests. And the Canadians are quite frastrated
aboutit, Here's General Forand.

Well, that's the sad pan, ina sense. you know. That | made adeposition, you know, on
what 1 had seen, that people were dond, atd the looling. and all these things. So Imade
that deposition. Lo! and behold, seven, eight months aftor thal, another griup enme from
the Tribunal, because they told me that they had lost my deposition. So | made another
one. And would vou beligvi. t['lm' eame back a third e, another group, because
somebody within that organization apain had lost everyilting | Had made. So | made 4
third one, and I said, “Well, this time yvou better keep it because otherwise don’tcome
and sée me again™ But [ never hiard from those people. 'm still waiting for gews, |
don't know,
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And he must be dealing with an incredible level of frustration as well
After eight years. yes.
So whio are we lilking about? Who are these alleged war criminals?

Well. twio of them dre dead. President Franjo Tudjman is one of them, He divd in his
bed. So did the dther general named in the indiciment. Bul one remains alive and in
hiding, General Ante Gotovina. | should tell you-about this guy, he's got quite a history.
General Ante Gotovina is o former Foreign Legionnare, Franch Foreign Legionnaire.
Commander of Operation “Stomn.” One of the only Croatinns mi the Croatian Ammy ever
to be indicted. hut the Croatian government has been very reluctant o hand him over, and
actunlly just went out and hired him a lawyer. in facl. And the fact that General Golovina
remnins unpunished continues to aunoy Canadian officers like General Leslie.

Well, 1 can't see how anybody could survive for so long i a relatively simill chunk of
g,mlmi which is what Croatia is - | mean, we have lakes that are bigser than Croatia, for
goodness’ suke —without assistanee from the local population. There’s a good many
Croats who beljeve he is a national hero.

In fact, that’s no'exageeration. There are posters of General Gotovina up all over
Croatla, with/the word “hero” on them. And he's gotu group of admirers whio just built
him a free mansion, on land donated by & major Croatian city; In fact, just & coupleof
weeks ago. General Gotoving surted s::ndmg mussages through intetmediarices, offering
to ¢ome into The Hague if the ¢harges against him are dropped, And now the
‘-pE‘IkL.h]}L‘ﬁpEE for the Tribunal have started 1o talk about just that, really. saving that the
case agains! him is circumstantial. You know, he's not in deep hiding. This Is nol a
Mladié or a Karad#i¢ type of chargter, We huve an indicted wareriminal who gets the
kevs to g major Croatiun city like Zadar in o public ceremony given by the Mayor. in
front of a large crowd, and yeét the govemmeént says he can’t b Found.

And why hasn’t the West been more aggressive in his pursait?

That's a geod questions. Beeause, of course. the West put crushing sanctions on Serbia
to Foree i to tum ovet its wal ctiminals. And now it's aggressively pussuing them. And.
you: Imuw it sent one over just in recent weeks. But Croatin, on the otherhand, is on the
shor list o join the EU.!‘UPI-!'JI! Unton: to join NATO. Now it's going to leag. It's very
closeto the United States. [ think, viou know, the answer is that the world is fof putting
pressure on Croatia partly because the West in 1995 was pn the Croatian side. And. you
know. everybody at this point had 1dentified the Serbs as the problem. And, vou know,
they had committéd térrible atrocities just before "Storm™, in Bosnla, Srebrenica was just
a few weeks before. And onee you identify the Serbs as the problem, it was a short step
for some tountries, like the LLS, and Germany in particular. 1o identify the Croais us the
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salution, One of the ironies of Yugoslavia is that peace, when it finally became possible;
it wiis pum;hl:, pdrﬂv because the ethnie cleahising had been so sue LE.':.“-rul And the
Croats weren't going 1o muke peace as long 4s the Sgrbs remamed m gontrol of Krajina.

So, are you talking dbout actual assistunce from the West?

Well, it’s. you kmow — the West was definitely alding the Croatians, in the sense that they
were getting vehieles from Germany, arfillery from Argenting, training from the United
States. ‘And every-officer that I spoke to believes that the Croattan Army received
foreign assistance, mostly directly, m Operation “Stomm.” Because they believe
Operation "Sthrm™ was too good. oo professivnal really, forun ammy run by a bunch of
former Croat policemen. Here's Generl Leslie:

The covrdimation pf the fires, the psyehological preparation of the battlefields, Had 10
have been done by peaple who really knew what they were doing. | can't seewhere they
would have pulled offihe éxpertise o gol it done.

So whe are these people who really kihew what they were doing?

Well, there's a compuny in Alexandria, Virginia called Military Professionul Resources,
Ine ~ MPRL And it's always been very open about the fact that it was training the
Croatlan Army. Before “Storm”, significantly before “Storm.” It"s currently giooming
the Croatian Amy now, for NATO, in fact. MPRI is 4 company thals very, very close
to the Pentagon. And the President of MPRI, Cuarl Viono, is none other thah the former
Chief of Staff of the United States Army. General Vuono was m Croatin with the
Croutiun General StafFin the days immediately prior 1o *Stomm”, just a couple of days
before, And we know that MPRI at that point was training the Croatian Aruy, 1 think
the question & lot of people i the Canadian Army are curious about—and | have © say
that no one here that | spoke 1o elaims 1o know the definitive answer to this - is, how
directly did MPRI and the LS. help with Opération “Storm”? For example, you know,
did they provide intelligence? Did they go so far as to help draft the actual plan of
atack? You know. the Ameticans had satellive and aenal images of the banlefield. Did
the Croatlan Army use those to target the refugee columns, forexample? 1kntw there's
a lot of Canadian officers who think that the answers to some of those questions, at least,
is “Yes."

Yos. And | wonder if those questions ever will - they" Il never be answered, will they?
Well, not unless somebody writes their meamoirs,

Yes. Sowhat hippens now? I'medn, we know, 1 guess we have anided of whit these
soldiers would like to see happen. But what happens now with all of thig?
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Well, you know, all three officers that we heard from today have actually sone back on.
thelr own to the Krajina. Atd, of churse, the people they were protocting have
disappenred. They don't know how muny of them are {n refusee camps, how many of
them are dead. And i1 s what happened 1o those people that continues to bolher people
ke General Forand.

Those that are at the top always munage, you ksow, to get by, The politemns, the
generals, lke always. Who suffers? I1's the ciy ilian ptpulation. They 're the one that all
the time, you know, get shot at. You knaw, they get displaced, they lose all of ther
possession. And who gives a damn about 11?7 Nobody gives a damm about tt. Think
about it Yiu know, eighty thousand that used fo live inSeetor South, there was two
thousand left when | left in November of *93. | mean. whese is their story”? Whese is the
story of'what happuened in Seclor West? Where is the story of the péople thil werg, vou
know, m Sector North?
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